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Logophoricity, i.e. a grammatical device dedicated to mark a pronoun in reported speech as 

coreferential with the purported source of this quote, is widespread in Subsaharan Africa and has 

been claimed as a prominent feature of the Macro-Sudan belt (Güldemann 2003, 2008). Yet, 

descriptive coverage of logophoric systems across the Macro-Sudan belt remains patchy and the 

degree of descriptive resolution with respect to crucial morphosyntactic, semantic and discourse-

specific parameters in individual systems often remains crude. The present study seeks to remedy 

this situation for Babanki, a Central Ring language of Grassfields Bantu spoken in the Northwest 

Region of Cameroon (Akumbu & Chibaka 2012). Following the typological framework set by 

Ameka 2017, the central parameters of the logophoric system of Babanki including the 

logophoric trigger in the matrix clause, the marking of person and number, the syntactic 

functions of the Babanki logophoric, and the creation of the logophoric domain by the interaction 

of report opener and report predicates are examined. The study also identifies recurrent contexts 

and institutions of “triadic communication” (Ameka 2004) in Babanki culture which frequently 

involve the reporting of third party speech and thus might be seen as specific conditions that 

support the maintenance of a grammaticalized system of logophoricity. It is seen that logophoric 

forms in the Ring subgroup of Western Grassfields Bantu share a common element i which can 

be identified with the reconstructed Proto-Grassfields Bantu plain third person singular pronoun 

*í which serves both anaphoric and logophoric functions in Eastern Grassfields (Hyman 2018). 

 

References 

Akumbu, Pius W. & Evelyn Fogwe Chibaka. 2012. A Pedagogic grammar of Babanki – a 

Grassfields language of Northwest Cameroon. Köln: Köppe. 

Ameka, Felix K. 2017. Logophoricity. In Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald & R. M. W. Dixon (eds.), 

The Cambridge handbook of linguistic typology, Part II - Typology of grammatical 

categories. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 513-537.  

Ameka, Felix K. 2004. Grammar and cultural practices: The grammaticalization of triadic 

communication in West African languages. Journal of West African Languages 30(2): 5–28. 

Güldemann, Tom. 2003. Logophoricity in Africa: an attempt to explain and evaluate the 

significance of its modern distribution. Sprachtypologie und Universalienforschung (STUF) 

56: 366–387. 

Güldemann, Tom. 2008. The Macro-Sudan belt: Towards identifying a linguistic area in northern 

sub-Saharan Africa. In Heine, Bernd & Derek Nurse (eds.), A linguistic geography of Africa. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 151–85. 

Hyman, Larry M. 2018. Third person pronouns in Grassfields Bantu. In John R. Watters (ed.), 

East Benue-Congo: Nouns, pronouns, and verbs, Berlin: Language Science Press, 199–221. 

DOI:10.5281/zenodo.1314329 


